
I have established a collection of ticket receipts from movie cin-
emas that I have attended over roughly the past four years, origi-
nally I thought I had around two years’ worth of tickets instead of 
four. I will be exhibiting some of these tickets chronologically for 
the exhibition. In this work, I will be discussing the wider context 
of the tickets, what triggered me to establish such a collection and 
what it means to me and its meaning in a wider context.

I was inspired to start this collection in a nearly sub-conscious 
way. After being a very sick child and teenager with chronic 
fatigue syndrome one of my main hobbies that I could partici-
pate in was going to the movies. Because this was one of the only 
things I could do I would look forward to the event and it would 
be very important to me that I saw something I liked and en-
joyed, I would see one or two movies a month depending on what 
was released. Because of this I would often put the movie tickets 
into my pocket or bag as a habit and because at the time I would 
need to see what seats I was in. After a while of this happening 
I went to throw them out, however, on looking at the tickets I 
would remember the movie and the experience. So, I kept them. 
At this stage, it wasn’t a collection in my opinion, only a few 
memories. A year or so later one of my family members bought 
me a scrapbook for pictures. At that stage I wasn’t that interested 
in scrapbooking and I was still seeing a lot of movies so I decided 
to keep my tickets somewhere a bit safer so I could look at the 
memories in order. I suppose I started thinking of it as a collec-
tion when I had over two years’ worth of movie experiences in 
tickets sitting in my book. As I was still ill none of my hobbies 
became documenting these tickets in the books. For me, even 
now that I am no longer ill, the collection is still one of nostalgia 
and experience that I find hard to let go of. I keep my tickets from 
habit of the movies being a special thing as I was growing up and 
a way to re-live that moment of entertainment and emotion. I am 
fairly attached to the tickets and often handle them with care.
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The tickets themselves are all from the Event Cinemas movie franchise. They cover a wide range of genres as I enjoyed many 
different movies and was only specific about keeping tickets that I had experienced myself, this sort of collection references the 
movie genre as it shows a wide range of the contemporary film industry. The experience of cinema dates to the 1830’s when film 
was invented in the simplest form after being inspired by photography. Cinematography started when the first Silent Films came 
out in 1895. The cinema experience has been growing since then with the progression of the film industry. The modern cinema 
experience is part of popular culture and this collection is an example of that culture as well as a reference to the development 
of cinema over the years. I have a fairly specialised knowledge of the tickets as I can often say from memory who I went with, 
where it was and can often talk in depth about the details of the movie. In my opinion this adds to the personal value of the col-
lection. I’m not personally highly interested in film and the technical side of film, however I am interested in the movie experi-
ence and the way people value the entertainment industry. I value a good film and good cinematography and often try to watch 
highly valued films or films that have good reviews.

In terms of displaying my collection in an exhibition, which was a new thing for me as I have only hung photos before this. I 
chose to hang my collection directly on to the wall with pins to create a more authentic and real viewing experience. I pinned 
some of my collection up in chronological order, with the tickets I had multiples of all being pinned with the same pin in a 
stack. I placed the tickets in a grid and had 2014 in the first row and 2015 in the second. The two years’ worth of tickets covers a 
range of movies and genres and shows a lot of movies my friends and people viewing the collection will remember. I do find the 
collection quite strange and I suppose only a certain sort of person would collect such things. One of the moments I quite en-
joyed was seeing people’s faces when they figured out what the collection was. For a lot of them they went through remembering 
the movies or just looking at the tickets in quite a happy way. I found this uplifting as it solidified how I felt about the tickets and 
for me validated why I collected them. I feel as though this collection is more about human emotion and the value of experi-
ence than it is about the physical tickets themselves. I find the value people place on an experience and emotion is an interesting 
thing because it can range from something that isn’t of much value to objects or experiences people cannot let go of because of 
how they feel towards the object and often the memory associated with such objects. 

In conclusion, I found establishing the collection and thinking about why and how made me realise all the emotional and 
physical connections I had established with the collection while in the process of collecting the tickets. I found that I had a 
much deeper emotional connection to the tickets than I thought and that I had also collected a lot more tickets than I original-
ly thought. In exhibiting this collection, I had to think about how to display it in a way that was best suited to the medium and 
viewing method. I found that in the end I was very happy with the outcome of displaying the tickets and how the entire collec-
tion has turned out.


